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Code of Conduct – Effective January 1, 2026

Purpose
To ensure a safe, respectful, and developmentally positive environment for all participants, Somerset Berkley Softball League (SBSL) enforces a comprehensive Code of Conduct. This policy applies to players, coaches, parents, volunteers, officials, and spectators at all SBSL-sanctioned events.

General Expectations
All individuals involved in SBSL activities must:
· Demonstrate good sportsmanship and respect toward others.
· Follow league rules, safety protocols, and field procedures.
· Refrain from foul language, verbal abuse, or physical aggression.
· Comply with background checks and SafeSport certification requirements (as applicable).

Player Conduct
Players must:
· Treat teammates, coaches, officials, and opponents with respect.
· Avoid arguing with umpires or using vulgar language.
· Wear proper equipment and attend practice regularly.
· Congratulate opponents after games.
Violations may result in:
· 1st Infraction: Verbal warning or removal from game.
· 2nd Infraction: Suspension from next game.
· 3rd Infraction: Appearance before the Board for review.

Coach Conduct
Coaches must:
· Model respectful behavior and enforce league standards.
· Communicate with umpires only as permitted (between innings, via Division Director).
· Prepare fields for play and attend required meetings.
· Avoid challenging calls during games or inciting spectators.
Violations may result in:
· 1st Infraction: Verbal warning or suspension from next game.
· 2nd Infraction: Multi-game suspension.
· 3rd Infraction: Board review and possible dismissal.

Parent & Spectator Conduct
Parents and spectators must:
· Cheer positively and avoid taunting or disruptive behavior.
· Refrain from profanity, threats, or throwing objects.
· Respect dugouts and field boundaries.
· Support coaches and umpires without interference.
Violations may result in:
· Warning, removal from viewing area, or suspension from future events.
· Repeated offenses may require appearance before the Board.

Safety & Compliance
· Tobacco, vaping, and alcohol are prohibited in dugouts, fields, and concession areas.
· Verbal abuse of children is strictly prohibited.
· All volunteers must complete required certifications and background checks.

Additional Spectator and Parent Codes of Conduct
In addition, the following Codes of Conduct for spectators and parents, in conjunction with the existing SBSL Low Tolerance Code of Conduct, should be adhered to:

Spectators
· Display good sportsmanship. Always respect players, coaches, and officials.
· Act appropriately; do not taunt or disturb other fans. Enjoy the game together.
· Cheer good plays of all participants, avoid booing opponents.
· Cheer in a positive manner and encourage fair play; profanity and objectionable cheers or gestures are offensive.
· Help provide a safe and fun environment; throwing objects on the field can cause injury to players and officials.
· Support the umpires and coaches by trusting their judgment and integrity.
· Be responsible for your own safety and remain alert to help prevent accidents.
· Respect dugouts as private areas for players, coaches, and officials.
· Be supportive after the game, win or lose. Recognize good efforts, teamwork, and sportsmanship.

Parents
· Do not force your children to participate in sports but support the choice to play the chosen sport. Children are involved in organized sports for their enjoyment. Make it fun.
· Encourage your child to play by the rules. Remember, children learn best by example, so applaud the good plays of both teams.
· Do not embarrass your child by yelling at players, coaches, or officials. By showing a positive attitude toward the game and all its participants, your child will benefit.
· Emphasize skill development and practices and how they benefit your young athlete.
· Emphasize games and competition in the younger age levels.
· Know and study the rules of softball and support the officials on and off the field. This approach will help in the development and support of the game. Any criticism of the officials only hurts the game.
· Applaud a good effort in both victory and defeat and enforce the positive points of the game. Never yell or physically abuse your child after a game or practice. It is destructive. Work toward removing physical and verbal abuse in youth sports.
· Recognize the importance of volunteer coaches. They are important to the development of your child and sport.
· Communicate with them and support them.
· If you enjoy the game, learn all you can and dedicate time as a volunteer.




Enforcement & Review
The SBSL Board reserves the right to discipline, suspend, or remove any individual whose conduct violates this Code or jeopardizes the safety and integrity of the league. All disciplinary actions will follow the procedures outlined in the SBSL Bylaws.
By participating in SBSL, all individuals agree to uphold this Code of Conduct and contribute to a safe, inclusive, and respectful softball community.

These rules, based on the 2016 SBSL guidelines, are essential for ensuring a safe and respectful environment for everyone.



Player Signature:  __________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________________________
Coach Signature: ___________________________________________________________________
Date: ____________________
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